The fact that there have been six editions of this book in eleven years, with several reprints, shows how good this work is. Not only is it written in very clear terms so that it provides a most useful book for medical students; it also covers the whole specialty of orthopaedics briefly but thoroughly so that it will be helpful for all medical practitioners to have for reference.
By carefully avoiding repetition of basic facts at individual levels the author has been able to mention recent developments, and at the same time has been able to reduce the length of the text. For those interested in further reading, the list of references at the end of this work, which are very clearly laid out, and have been considerably increased in this edition, will prove most useful.
There is no doubt, therefore, that the new edition of this popular book will maintain the high reputation that has already been achieved. The second edition is characterized by the same superb production and excellent illustrations (many from actual cases) as the first, and the publishers are to be congratulated on the result.
The obstetrician and gynecologist working in Britain will not encounter many cases of vesicovaginal fistula, but those he does meet will tax his operative skill and ingenuity; overseas this dreadful condition will be encountered more frequently, and this book will prove an indispensable work ofreference. The word 'shock' is ill-defined and, as in the past, continues to give rise to confusion. Facing this difficulty, the authors of this concise volume begin by defining 'shock' as 'a syndrome characterized by protracted prostration and hypotension' and proceed to a consideration of the wide range of conditions that can give rise to the syndrome. The main parts of the book deal with the pathophysiology of the various types of shock, with emphasis on hypovolemia and its effects, and on its clinical diagnosis and treatment.
This book is written for practising physicians and surgeons. With its emphasis on the underlying pathological mechanisms and its clear, practical account of the management of 'shock' in a wide variety of conditions it provides an informative, well-organized review of the subject, together with extensive references for those wishing to pursue individual topics. The section dealing with neoplasms of the larynx, otosclerosis, and chronic middle ear disease have been brought well into line with current thought and practice, and in most respects it is once again a book which mirrors otolaryngology in a reliable and concise way. In reviewing it one is reminded of the long-forgotten source of much of the teaching now followed in one's own daily practical work, and this reviewer at least has the feeling that the book is probably more valuable to the embryonic otolaryngologist than to the overloaded undergraduate or busy general practitioner. The latter might welcome a more comprehensive index, while medical students today almost certainly require a briefer and simpler presentation if they are to study an ENT book thoroughly in the midst of all their other commitments.
